Panther Paw
August

Superintendent's Note
Dear Anderson Families,
For those of you new to our Anderson School community,
welcome! We are so excited to have you as part of our school
community. This is our monthly Panther Paw newsletter which is
always loaded with information.
My name is Kristi Jacobs and I am the superintendent. This is my third year as superintendent
of Anderson School District. I began this job after teaching grades 2-6 and special education
for over 20 years. I am originally from Hinsdale, Illinois and have an undergraduate degree and
master’s in curriculum and instruction from the University of Kansas. I also have a special
education endorsement from MSUB and my principal and superintendent’s endorsement from
the University of Montana. I’m currently working on my doctorate in Educational Leadership
from U of M.
I hope this finds you enjoying a wonderful summer with your children. I was fortunate to spend
time at our lake house in Wisconsin with my family and travel to Scotland and Norway. It's
hard to believe that August is here and the school year is right around the corner.
Please be sure you take reference of our 2022-2023 school year calendar on the website. This
will help you plan family vacations. We prioritize students being at school to maximize their
learning. The school calendar button also shows the school Google calendar which has
updated information of events and times. The website also has school supply lists for each
grade level.
Students will have an opportunity to see their classrooms, meet their teachers, drop off
supplies and tour the building at the Popsicle Pop In scheduled for August 26th from 11:0012:00.
The first day of school is August 29th for everyone but kindergarten. The first day for
kindergarten is August 31st with a few orientation days before that. Anderson Parent Council
(APC) will be hosting a kindergarten meet and greet after drop off on Wednesday, August 31st.
We will be in touch with kindergarten families regarding the finalized kindergarten schedule in
the next few weeks.

Homeroom teachers will hand out registration packets to the oldest sibling in each family at
the Popsicle Pop-In. If you are unable to attend the pop-in event, packets will be sent home the
first day of school. Please verify all information on hand is correct, pay all fees (sports, lunch
account, tuition, bus, etc.) and return the packets to the front office as soon as possible. The
majority of forms will be available to sign electronically on the website.
Anderson School uses email as its main source of communication to parents both school
wide and from individual teachers. Please be sure schooloffice@andersonmt.org is a contact
in your email in order to receive all communication sent out to the community. Our
registration forms this year will be done entirely electronically. All links will be able to be
found on the website under the parents tab. It is important that you read the emails sent by the
office and teachers to stay up to date on information.
We will have two bus routes this year. The registration form and bus routes will come via
email this week. Please complete that in a timely manner to help us finalize our route times.
The cost to ride the bus is $125 per student for the school year.
If you haven’t already, please be sure to follow us on Instagram and Facebook for updates and
posts about what is going on at Anderson School. I can’t tell you how excited I am for the
beginning of the year and to meet and greet all of you and the students.
As always please reach out with any questions, comments, or concerns. I wish you an
enjoyable last month of summer. Please be safe and well and tell your children hello from me.
Fondly,
Kristi Jacobs
Superintendent
kjacobs@andersonmt.org

Back to School Immunization Walk-In Clinics
The Gallatin City-County Public Health Department is holding walk-in clinics for back-toschool
immunizations for kids entering kindergarten through twelfth grade. There will be two days
with walk-in
availability:
· Tuesday, August 16 from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
· Tuesday, August 23 from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Both clinics will be held at the health department – 215 W Mendenhall Street in Bozeman.
If folks are unable to make those dates, they can call our main line (406-582-3100) to schedule
an appointment during regular clinic hours. These appointments fill up fast so don’t delay!

Board Meeting Wednesday, August
17th @ 6:00 p.m.
WHEN

Wednesday, Aug. 17th, 6pm
WHERE

10040 South Cottonwood Road
Bozeman, MT
MORE INFORMATION
In Person and Online
Agenda with Google Meet info to follow

Upcoming Events
Please mark the following events on your calendars
Friday, August 26: Popsicle Pop In - 11:00am-12:00pm
Monday, August 29: First Day of School - 1st - 8th Grades
Wednesday, August 31: First Day of School - Kindergarten
Monday, September 5: Labor Day - NO SCHOOL
Thursday, September 22: Coffee with Kristi - 8:30am-9:30am

Athletes!
If you are planning to participate in sports this academic year,
don't forget you'll need a completed sports physical before
the first day of practice.

Meet Our Food Service Director!
Hello Anderson School District Students and Parents,
My name is Kate Huston and I am the food service director for Anderson School District. I am
very excited to take on this role and ensure high quality meals for all the students and staff for
the upcoming school year. Living in the Gallatin Valley for over twenty years I have held
various positions in the food industry which include a personal catering business, cook for the
community food co-op and ran a local CSA food program growing and supplying produce for
families and restaurants in the area. When I am not working I love to spend time outdoors with
my dogs hiking the amazing area that we live in along with photography and gardening. This
year I am excited to bring back the Harvest of the Month Program where we highlight a locally
grown produce each month and incorporate that ingredient into the daily lunch. I will also be

working with a farm to school program in which we will be adding more local produce and
getting to know the people who produce our food. Lastly, recently added Anderson School
District to the Montana Beef Program in which our beef will be coming directly from local
ranchers. I am happy to announce that we will continue to have our salad bar/soup
station/yogurt bar as an addition to our hot lunch program. Soups are made from scratch daily
so please look at the school menu for daily specials. School lunch menu will be posted
monthly with dietary notes on each item for food allergies on our lunch platform, Titan, which
can be accessed here.
This year's pricing is as follows: $3.25 per child kindergarten through fourth grade, $3.75 per
child fifth grade through eighth grade, $4.25 per adult and $0.55 for milk. You may apply for
free and reduced lunch through the following link (can also be done via Family Portal). The
amount you are credited is based upon a sliding income scale and the guidelines can be found
here. We encourage you to apply if you think you may qualify. Please reach out to Mrs. Jacobs
with any questions and view additional information on our website here.
As a district, we have adopted a lunch system called Titan School Solutions. If you have not
yet registered, we encourage you to do so at https://family.titank12.com. Here you will be able
to view student balances, add money to lunch accounts, see menus along with nutritional
facts, student transaction history, and view/submit your free and reduced meal applications.
Please note that the direct links to menus and applications are the same as what you can view
in the family portal.
We welcome parents to join their children for lunch. Just let us know the morning of the day
you will be eating with your child. If you have any questions feel free to call me at 406-5871305 or email me at khuston@andersonmt.org. I look forward to seeing all the kids this
upcoming school year.

Anderson Parent Council - August
Pop-Up
Welcome to the new school year! We hope you enjoyed the
summer.
Welcome new families! Introductions are in order.
The Anderson Parent Council (APC) is a creative and
energetic group of parents and caregivers dedicated to
enriching student life at Anderson. We believe that everyone has skills and talents to
share.
Each Panther Paw newsletter will contain an Anderson Parent Council section, which
includes information about all the things we’re currently up to.
Our APC website (https://andersonmt.org/apc/) is the clearinghouse for all our activities:
budget reports; agendas and minutes; links to current fundraisers; and a link to our online
Spirit Gear store for shirts, chairs, hats and more.
The school’s operating budget can’t cover everything.
And this is where APC springs into action. Our primary goal is to raise a minimum of
$20,000 annually so that we can continue to fund our vital programs, including Artist in

Residence and Jazz Band.
APC is responsible for helping bridge the gap with big investments, which in the last
couple of years have included the digital marquee, furniture for the library, and a soup &
salad bar for the lunchroom. One of our upcoming goals is helping to fund a new ELA
curriculum. And we also fund smaller investments that have a big impact, like making
sure all kids can go on their field trip, and providing annual stipends so that our teachers
don’t have to pay out-of-pocket for the things students need in their classrooms.
But wait! We do more:
We also host gratitude events, like Staff Appreciation days. Additionally, we seek out
programs and people to boost offerings, such as bringing in World Language Initiative to
teach culture and language, STEM workshops, and Robotics workshops. Finally, we
believe in the Anderson Community, and APC can provide funds to families who find
themselves in difficulty.
We’re looking at you!
We understand that everyone’s share is lighter when more of us pitch in. You can share
your talents and ideas. Maybe you happen to know a lot about successful crowdfunding.
Perhaps you have a terrific idea for a fundraiser, or connections to businesses that might
be willing to donate services or funds. Any way you contribute makes a direct
improvement to Anderson School.
Coming to you live!
UPCOMING MEETINGS
Wednesday, September 14; time TBA; location TBA
Wednesday, October 12; 12:30 PM; location TBA
Wednesday, November 9; time TBA; location TBA
Meetings also have a virtual option; watch your email for a link and agenda. Contact us with
any burning questions, concerns, jokes, and bright ideas. We want to hear from you!
apc@andersonmt.org · https://andersonmt.org/apc/
Thank you!

Look Who's Teaching 2022-2023
Kindergarten: Mrs. Kindness, dkindness@andersonmt.org
1st Grade: Mrs. Conrad, lconrad@andersonmt.org & Ms.
Huber, ehuber@andersonmt.org
2nd Grade: Ms. Grimes, mgrimes@andersonmt.org &
Mrs. Dahl, kdahl@andersonmt.org
3rd Grade: Mrs. Johnson, mjohnson@andersonmt.org
4th Grade: Mrs. Cissel, jcissel@andersonmt.org
5th Grade: Mr. Cielak, lcielak@andersonmt.org
6th Grade: Mrs. Lourie, slourie@andersonmt.org
7th Grade: Mrs. Kinna, lkinna@andersonmt.org
8th Grade: Mrs. Wold, jwold@andersonmt.org
Special Education: Mrs. Schultz,
pschultz@andersonmt.org
Spanish: Mrs. Wagner, lwagner@andersonmt.org
Music: Mr. Shanok, jshanok@andersonmt.org

Library and Tech Ed: Mrs. Croskey,
ccroskey@andersonmt.org
H.E. : Mr. Olson, kolson@andersonmt.org
Gifted & Talented, Student Coordinator: Mrs. Fasting,
hfasting@andersonmt.org
School Counselor: Ms. Dickson,
cdickson@andersonmt.org

Facebook Page

Anderson Instagram

