
STUDENT/PARENT BUS TRANSPORTATION GUIDE

Welcome aboard! The Anderson School has certified Montana School Bus Drivers. The safety
of your child is their first and foremost responsibility.  As drivers, their attention must be on
the road at all times. It is absolutely necessary that all student behavior on Anderson buses be
exemplary.

We ask for your cooperation and support in maintaining discipline on the bus. This guide and
its expectations are developed in accordance with District Policy 8124. Compliance with
these expectations is essential in sustaining a safe environment for all passengers. Please
remember that the School District is not only responsible for your child, but also for 20 - 65
other children as well.

Please feel free to call the school or your driver with any questions or concerns. The school
number is 587-1305.

Student Responsibility as a Bus Rider
This applies to regular routes and field trips.

1. The general student code of conduct at District Policy 3310 and the Student
Handbook is in effect on the school bus.

2. Following the directions of the Bus Driver is really important.  Listen quietly to
instructions and do not talk back.  Failure to comply with instructions may be
deemed defiance and/or insubordination, resulting in consequences (see section on
disciplinary action).

3. Always be on time for your bus. Delays cause others to have to wait. Wait quietly
on the sidewalk or off the road far away from oncoming traffic.

4. When boarding the bus, walk quickly to your seat and sit down.
5. Roughhousing, disrespectful or foul language, loud disturbances, and sexually

inappropriate behavior are not allowed.
6. Ask permission to change seats. Remain seated, feet forward and out of the aisle at
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all times. If you open a window, you must close the window before getting off the
bus. Please keep all body parts and personal belongings inside the bus at all times.
Keep your hands to yourself.

7. No animals are allowed on the bus.
8. Eating, drinking, and chewing gum is at the discretion of the bus driver.
9. Tobacco use is prohibited. (Reference Board Policy- Tobacco Free School-8225)
10.Do not deliberately damage any part of the bus.  Doing so may result in

suspension of bus privileges.  The student will be held responsible for any repairs
necessary.

11.No student will be allowed off the bus, other than at his or her regular stop, except
with written permission from a parent or proper school employee.  If a friend is to
ride, a note from the parent or school MUST be given to the driver.

12. In all cases, especially in case of emergency, listen to your driver for instructions
and follow them immediately.

Follow the above rules and the trip will be pleasant for everyone. Remember that the school
district may suspend student riding privileges or implement other discipline for being
irresponsible or not following the rules.  Do your part, ride smart.

Parents and Guardians
1. Helping your child to be a responsible bus rider helps keep everyone safe.  Help them

to be on time for their bus, and to take the safest route to and from the bus stop.
2. Help them learn all of the bus rules and explain the importance of following the

driver’s instructions.
3. Get to know your child's bus driver and let the driver know of any problems or

concerns you may have.
4. Please see that your child is properly dressed for cold weather.  Brighter clothes are

better for safety during periods of darkness and inclement weather.
5. Please remember that there are always two sides to every story.  If your student is in

trouble or suspended, try to be understanding and listen to both sides of the issue.
6. Drivers are there to deliver your children safely to and from school. That is why all

rules must be followed. Bus drivers will explain rules, expectations, and consequences
to students monthly or as needed.  Bus drivers will conduct an evacuation drill twice a
year.

7. Please inform the school, and/or your driver, of any changes to your student's normal
routine. If your child will not be riding the bus for a given time, a call or note is greatly
appreciated.

8. No student will be allowed off the bus at any location other than their regular stop,
unless prior arrangements have been made, or they are released to a parent or
guardian.  If a friend is to ride, a note from the parent or school MUST be given to the
driver.

9. Buses are often at, or near, full capacity. Therefore, if your child wishes to bring along
friends, please check with the school to determine whether there is room for extra
passengers.  It may be necessary for you to make arrangements for private
transportation.

10. Students will have assigned seats on the bus.  They must sit in those seats unless
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instructed by the driver or another staff member to move seats.

Student Discipline on the Bus
A fair, consistent, and firm discipline policy is of great importance in maintaining a safe and
secure environment for all passengers on the bus. Control of students on the bus will be the
responsibility of the driver.  Student behavior must be such that it does not endanger the safety
of the driver or other passengers.   A driver cannot remove a passenger from the bus at any
stop other than the regularly scheduled stop for that student, unless they have written
permission.  Documentation is extremely important in the event that a student is denied bus
privilege.  Bus behavior referrals are provided to all drivers and will be utilized when
necessary.

DISCIPLINARY ACTION:
1. Behavior such as pushing, tripping, foul language, throwing objects, changing seats
while the bus is moving:

● 1st offense: behavior referral, and possibly assignment to a front seat
● 2nd offense: behavior referral, assignment to a front seat,

parent/guardian called
● 3rd offense: behavior referral, parent/guardian called, 3-day suspension from the bus
● Continued offense: long term suspension from the bus

2. Fighting, direct defiance, or verbal abuse:
● 1st offense: behavior referral, parent/guardian called, written apology from

student to the person affected, 3-day suspension from the bus
● 2nd offense: behavior referral, meeting of student, parent/ guardian,

Superintendent, driver, and counselor, possible long term suspension from the bus
3. Use of tobacco, lighter or matches, alcohol, or illegal drugs:

● 1st offense: behavior referral, parent/guardian called, meeting of student, parent/
guardian, Superintendent, driver and counselor, suspension according to School
Discipline Board Policy-3310, and immediate involvement of the School
Resource Officer Board (Reference Board Policies Tobacco Free-8225, Conduct
on School Property-4332, and Alcohol, Drugs, and Tobacco use-3340)

● 2nd offense: behavior referral, meeting of student, parent/ guardian,
Superintendent, driver, and counselor, further suspension determined by school,
and contact of SRO.

4. Deliberate destruction of property:
● 1st offense: behavior referral, parent/guardian called, suspension from bus until

repair is paid for or other arrangements have been made with administration
● 2nd offense: behavior referral, meeting of student, parent/guardian,

Superintendent, driver, and counselor, further suspension determined by school,
repairs are paid for by student or as arranged by administration

5. Threats made to, or endangerment of other passengers or the driver, sexual misconduct
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● 1st offense: behavior referral, meeting of student, parent/ guardian,
Superintendent, driver, and counselor, possible suspension up to 10 days from the
bus

● 2nd offense: behavior referral, meeting of student, parent /guardian,
Superintendent, driver, and counselor, long term suspension from the bus

The behavior referral is given to the student and returned to school by the morning of the
second day, signed by a parent or guardian. (A student suspended from the bus may also be
suspended from extracurricular activities for the same duration). Parents questioning bus
discipline may request a conference with the driver and Superintendent within two school
days of the offense.

The cost for riding the bus is $125 per student per year.  This cost helps supplement the
expense of running the bus for students.

By signing below you acknowledge you have read, understand, and agree to follow the
transportation guide.

Student Name: Date:

Student Signature: Date:

Parent Signature: Date:
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