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Superintendent's Corner
Dear Anderson Families,
I hope this nds you having had a restful spring break and
enjoying the glimmers of spring we are having. First of all thank
you so much for being willing to continue to follow our
protocols. It has been incredibly helpful as we continue our in
person cohort model. I am also grateful that staff members
who would like access to the vaccine have been able to receive
it.
I want to give a huge thank you to our APC and all of you for helping us exceed our goal for the
library campaign. This will not only help us update the library but also complete a few other
projects for the new school. I was fortunate enough to be in the new building twice last week
and it is absolutely incredible. I cannot wait for us all to move in next August!
With spring comes enrollment planning for next year. If you have an incoming kindergartener
who is in-district, and you have not already, please reach out to Liz
(schoolo ce@andersonmt.org) to ensure we have your student on our list. Similarly, if you

have any neighbors who are in-district with incoming kindergarteners or who have chosen
other schooling options previously and are considering attending Anderson next year, please
have them reach out to the o ce as well. Finally, if your schooling plans are changing for next
year we would love to know as soon as possible. All of this information is incredibly helpful to
us as we plan for next school year. Currently enrolled out of district student applications for
next year, that are in good standing, will be presented for consideration at the April 8th board
meeting. I’m hoping that out of district kindergarteners who have siblings currently attending
Anderson will be considered at the May board meeting. Due to the growth we are seeing from
within the district no other out of district decisions will be made until late July most likely.
With spring in Montana comes mud and the necessity of clothing layers. Please ensure you
label your children’s jackets and other items with their name, our lost and found is growing.
Also please make sure your child has a change of shoes, gym shoes or others, to help with
the tracking of mud. I also highly recommend an extra out t for the younger grades because
our playground is wet and muddy due to the construction and weather.
Please note that Friday, April 9th is a PIR Day so there is no school. Teachers will be working
with the new Social Studies Standards and participating in Title IX training.
We have been noticing our supply of disposable masks is going very quickly. Please be sure
your child arrives with a mask at school and they should have a spare in their backpack for
emergencies. If you have access to any disposable masks and would like to donate them we
would greatly appreciate it. Thank you!
The weather is improving so please have your child bike to school. It greatly helps our tra c,
plus it is great exercise.
We all greatly appreciate your support in your child’s education. As always please feel free to
reach out with any questions, comments, or concerns.
Fondly,
Kristi
kjacobs@andersonmt.org

PIR Day - No School
WHEN

Friday, April 9th, 8am
WHERE

This is an online event.

Greetings from Mrs. Fasting

Hello Anderson Community,
My name is Heidi Fasting and I would like to introduce myself. It
is hard to believe this is my 22nd year at Anderson School.
Throughout this time I have taught 5th grade, Gifted and
Talented, 3rd grade, Middle School Tech Ed, and for a majority
of my tenure, Kindergarten. For the past three years, I have
served as our Student Coordinator. As the student coordinator, I
oversee our MTSS (multi-tiered system of supports) and Gifted
and Talented Program, as well as serve as our Testing
Coordinator. I absolutely love empowering and motivating
students of all ages. I feel blessed to currently have a role in
which I not only get to teach students, but also collaborate with teachers, administration, and
parents on a regular basis.
The Montana OPI MTSS Grant has designated Anderson school as an exemplary MTSS
School. We have worked to gain sustaining status. Multi-Tiered System of Supports (MTSS)
(formerly Response to Intervention or Response to Instruction, RtI) is a three-tiered
intervention process. The principles and practices of MTSS are based upon what research has
shown to be effective in both creating successful and sustainable system change as well as
what is necessary in providing the most effective instruction to all students. The MTSS
framework is designed to address the academic and behavioral needs of every student,
regardless of whether the students are struggling or have advanced learning needs (Kansas
MTSS, 2010).
When implemented fully, an effective MTSS results in a self-correcting feedback loop that
uses universal screening assessment data to not only intervene at the student level but also
to continuously re ne the system by analyzing grade, building, and district level data for the
purpose of school improvement (Kansas MTSS, 2010). Integration of Positive Behavior
Intervention and Supports (PBIS) with existing RTI practices is another characteristic of MTSS,
emphasizing the importance of the behavioral component when evaluating student needs. We
feel our MTSS system is effective in ensuring that all students at Anderson School are
successful in all of their behavioral and academic endeavors.
During my time away from school, my husband and I are busy raising our 3 beautiful children.
My oldest, Jace, is a freshman in college at Montana State University. Jalyn is a junior at
Gallatin High. Our youngest, Kale is an eighth grader at Sac. During normal times you will nd
us cheering on our kids in the gym.
If you ever have any questions about your child’s growth, school systems, and/or testing
please feel free to reach out to me.
Kindly,
Mrs. Fasting
hfasting@andersonmt.org

7th/8th Grade
hallway

280 boxes, 313
lbs.

Thank you
Anderson
Families!

Cereal Dominoes Anyone?
Mrs. Kinna's 7th grade class conducted a school-wide cereal
box Domino event to demonstrate American cartoonist Rube
Goldberg's reaction-type machines which are intentionally
designed to perform a simple task in an indirect and overly
complicated way.
We are proud to report that 280 cereal boxes were provided by
our amazing Anderson families spanning the upstairs and
downstairs hallways of the school for the experiment! After the
big launch, the boxes were donated to the Gallatin Valley Food
Bank weighing in for a total of 313 lbs! A big thanks for all who
contributed!!

8th Grade -Ice
Skating Trip

Crazy Hair/Hat
Day - 2nd grade

Escaping the
wind

STOP - Crossing guard
volunteers needed!!!
We are looking for a volunteer crossing guard(s) on the corner
of Cottonwood Road and 19th. The morning shifts are from
7:45 a.m. - 8:15 a.m. and the afternoon shifts are from 3:25
p.m. - 3:55 p.m. Even if you can only help out a couple of days
or a couple of shifts, we'd love to hear from you.

Health Enhancement Guidance
Update
Hello Parents!
As spring approaches, we are planning to focus on health and
safety during the Health and Guidance classes. Speci cally, we
will be addressing road safety, positive body awareness,
positive friendship and relationships, and learning basic rst aid
and emergency care. In the older grades 5th-8th, our nurse, Julie
Ruff and I will be teaching maturation classes.
Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions.
Thanks,
Kjel Olson
kjolson@andersmt.org

School Construction Update
Please see attached fencing plan for this summer’s
construction work (pdf attachment to newsletter below). The
entire school property will be fenced 1) from Cottonwood Road
the whole length from north to south and 2) the full east side
from north to south. These two fence lines, along with the
existing fences along the south and north borders, will form a
complete barrier. There will be no trail access from school
property this summer. No trespassing signs will be posted and
enforced.
Work will be taking place right up against Cottonwood Road, where a new bus drop off lane
will be built and new storm drainage will be added along the ditch. The old septic system will
be removed and installed on the southeast corner of the property. The old berm along the east
property line will also be removed. The west classroom wing will be torn down and hauled
away. A new irrigation system will be installed across the entire campus and the playground
will be relocated. All of this means that the parking lot, playground, green space, red

schoolhouse, bus barn will be completely closed to the public over the summer due to the
dangerous construction activities occurring all over the district’s property.
We appreciate your understanding as we nish up this exciting project for our students and
look forward to a grand opening (TBD) when we can welcome you all back to the property
before next school year!

Anderson Parent Book Club The Self-Driven Child
When: Saturday, April 24th @ 10 a.m. ~ Noon(ish)
Where: Google Meets: https://meet.google.com/mfw-ygko-okd
Our next book club is just around the corner, but there is still
time if you'd like to join. The book is The Self-Driven Child by
William Stixrud and Ned Johnson. This book is written for the
parents of kids who are stressed, overwhelmed and stuck and
teaches how parents can help them become resilient and able
to take on new challenges. Isn’t this all of us?
Check out the link below for brief Q & A with the author:
https://www.scienti camerican.com/article/the-case-for-theldquo-self-driven-child-rdquo/
. Let me know if you have any questions. Thanks! Charlotte
cdickson@andersonmt.org

Cyber Security - Tools for
parents to keep safe
These days, it can be hard to keep up with the latest apps kids
are using. The link below has useful information for parents and
monitoring social media.
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/11-social-media-red- ags-parents-should-knowabout

April - Anderson Parent Council Pop-UP
KEEP IN MIND
Please remember that we are here for you. We are a community.

● The APC has funds available to assist with necessities. Reach out to our school counselor,
Charlotte Dickson (cdickson@andersonmt.org).
Easy ways to support Anderson School:
● If you shop on Amazon, sidestep over to Amazon Smile (amazon.smile.com) and select
Anderson Parent Council Inc as your charity during checkout. Yes, it even works with Prime!
● Box Tops for Education is now digital. Get the app, select Anderson Elementary School and
scan your receipt within 14 days of purchase. Watch for an instructional video from APC
coming soon.
● O ce Depot and O ce Max support Give Back to Schools . When you purchase online or instore, use our school code (70059575). Stay tuned for updates.
● Watch for additional info (and photos!) on the Library Commons and Donation Makers .
UPCOMING MEETINGS — 2ND WEDNESDAY — 1:30 PM
● APRIL 14
● MAY 12
● JUNE 9
Watch your email as the meeting date gets closer for the agenda and link to the Google Meet.
Reach out to us with any questions, concerns or comments. We want to hear from you!
apc@andersonmt.org Our website is a work in progress: andersonmt.org/parent-council/
Thank you!

Drop-Off and Pick-Up Times
K & 1st: 8:25 AM - 3:05 PM
2nd & 3rd: 8:25 AM - 3:10 PM
4th & 5th: 8:10 AM - 3:20 PM
6th: 8:10 AM - 3:25 PM
7th & 8th: 8:05 AM - 3:30 PM

*** Families with multiple students are to pick up at the oldest
students pick-up time!***
Click here for the revised school calendar for the 2020-2021
school year.

Look Who's Teaching!
Kindergarten: Mrs. Kindness, dkindness@andersonmt.org
Kindergarten: Ms. Maddock, mmadock@andersonmt.org
1st Grade: Mrs. Conrad, lconrad@andersonmt.org

2nd Grade: Ms. Grimes, mgrimes@andersonmt.org
3rd Grade: Ms. Staats, mstaats@andersonmt.org
K-3rd Grade Distance Learners: Mrs. Moriarty,
dmoriarty@andersonmt.org
4th Grade: Mrs. Cissel, jcissel@andersonmt.org
5th Grade: Mrs. Seeds, aseeds@andersonmt.org
6th Grade: Mrs. Lourie, slourie@andersonmt.org
7th Grade: Mrs. Kinna, lkinna@andersonmt.org
8th Grade: Mrs. Wold, jwold@andersonmt.org
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