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 Anderson School District #41 
Special School Board Meeting 

October 23, 2020 
  

A special meeting of the Board of Trustees, Anderson School District #41 was held via google meet, October 
23, 2020, for considering business to come before the Board of Trustees. 
Board Chair Warren Bauder called the regular meeting to order at 4:00 p.m.  
 
Trustees Present Warren Bauder, Jack Huczek, Mary Burrows, Jaime June, and Brandon Atkins 
 
Trustees Absent  
 
Staff Present Kristi Jacobs: Superintendent; Tanya Roberts: Business Manager 
 
Visitors Present Google Meet attendees 
 
Public Participation on 
Non-Agenda Items Chair Warren Bauder reminded those in attendance that to avoid violations 

of individual rights of privacy, a member of the public wishing to address the 
Board during this time will not be allowed to make comments about any 
student, staff member, or member of the general public during his/her 
designated time to speak.  In addition, the Board will not hear comments on 
contested cases or other adjudicative proceedings. 

   There was none. 

 
Discussion 
Current City, County, 
State Covid Numbers Superintendent Jacobs reviewed the weekly Covid-19 surveillance report published 

by the Gallatin City-County Health Dept.  The report stated the 7-day rolling 
average of daily cases per 100,000 residents was 59.8 cases per 100,000 on 
10/22/2020, a 41% increase from 42.4 cases per 100,000 on 10/15/2020.  It also 
reported the 7-day rolling average of percent positive was 13.6% on 10/19/2020, 
compared to 11% on 10/12/2020.  She also reported on a meeting with Diane 
Cashell from the County Health Department and Gallatin County School 
Superintendents.  The health department has hired an additional person to work 
directly with schools on contact tracing and guidance. Ms. Cashell stated that the 
majority of active cases in the community are in the 20-29 age bracket and there are 
lower numbers in the K-12 schools.  Ms. Jacobs said the staff is supportive of the 
cohort model and that families are erring on the side of caution if their children are 
sick and following all protocols.  

 Chair Bauder asked if the Trustees’ were able to review the document shared by 
Trustee June?  The guidance was from the Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia and 
gave guidance to schools to conduct in-person learning during the Covid-19 
pandemic.   

 Trustee June said this document re-affirmed that Anderson is doing the best job 
they can at this time.  She also said she is uncomfortable with our community spread 
positivity rate of 13.9%, when this guidance states that schools might consider 
temporary closure when a 9% positivity rate is surpassed.   

 Chair Bauder stated that what he also thought was important from this guidance is 
to pay close attention to transmission rates in your school, which Anderson has not 
experienced to date.  Superintendent Jacobs reiterated this was covered in her 
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meetings with the health department to closely monitor transmission rates within 
your school building and consider closure if there are active cases or staffing issues.   

 Trustee Burrows asked Superintendent Jacobs how the staff is doing?  She replied 
that sharing the information with the staff from the health department has been 
helpful and reassuring.  She has also told the staff if anyone is not comfortable or 
has needs to please reach out to her.  She said everyone is really stepping and doing 
extra to make cohort learning work.  

 Chair Bauder asked Superintendent Jacobs about staff coverage and availability.  
Superintendent Jacobs said that having the emergency federal funds to hire two 
additional paraprofessionals has been extremely helpful.  Some of the specialist 
teachers have slightly adjusted their duties to cover additional needs.  She said that 
schedules are working well and all students needs are being met.   She also reported 
that we have three substitute teachers who have committed to working at Anderson 
School when coverage is needed.  Ms. Jacobs stated that it is hard on the Teachers 
having to teach in-person and remote students and that she gives them huge credit 
for the extra workload they are carrying.   

 Trustee Burrows asked if there has been feedback from parents?  Superintendent 
Jacobs replied that it has been positive and that parents are thankful for flexibility in 
toggling back and forth from in-person to remote learning if necessary.   

 Trustee Burrows reported on the current Gallatin County active cases: 0-9 age 
bracket: 7; 10-19 age bracket: 15; 20-29 age bracket: 51.   

 Trustee June stated that Bozeman Deaconess is reporting over 300 active cases, so 
she is not sure where the disparity is.   

 Stpehani Lourie stated that the numbers Trustee Burrows was referring to were 
positive cases today and not total active county cases.   

 Chair Bauder stated that what is happening in the County is concerning to him, but 
what is happening at Anderson School is encouraging and a testament to what we 
are doing.   

 Chair Bauder asked for Public Comment: 
 Laurie Friedo thanked Superintendent Jacobs for everything she is doing.  She also 

asked for an explanation of the 13% positivity rate.  Trustee June said if 100 tests 
were conducted in a day, how many came back positive would be a positivity rate.  
The percentage that the health department publishes is a 7 day rolling average.   

 Kristi Felska said she wanted to commend the staff for a phenomenal job in getting 
kids back to school, and how important it has been to her family.  She wanted to 
express her thanks to everyone for all they are doing.   

 Elaine Uehlein stated she is extremely pleased with the job the staff and 
administration are doing during these difficult times and that she supports the kids 
being in school if possible.   

 Christie Huczek said she wanted to thank everyone for the phenomenal job they are 
doing to support her children for remote learning and is so thankful that has been 
an option for her family.   

 Kerri Norick said she concurred with what the other parents have said and that 
Anderson School has done an amazing job with keeping kids as safe as possible.   

 Trustee June asked Superintendent Jacobs if there was a tiered system of approach 
developed?  Superintendent Jacobs stated that the Board did not adopt a formal 
matrix so to speak.  She said she is following guidelines from the CDC, Gallatin 
City-County Health Dept, and transmission rates within Anderson School.   

 Trustee June asked what the threshold is?  Superintendent Jacobs said there is no 
threshold and that she looks at the guidance from the health department and 
transmission rates within Anderson School.  Trustee June asked if we are 
comfortable being within the highest risk category that the CDC is putting out?  
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Superintendent Jacobs said that at this moment she is comfortable with the 
guidance she is getting and Anderson School’s course  of action.   

 Trustee Burrows wanted to reiterate her belief that Covid-19 is one risk we are all 
aware of, but the physical and mental well being of our children is another risk to 
keep in mind, and that school is the safest place them.   

    
 

 
 
Adjournment  No objection to adjournment of meeting at 4:32 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
Submitted by: _____________________________  ________________________________ 
          District Clerk     Board Chair     Date  


