Panther Paw
NOVEMBER 23, 2020

Dear Anderson Families,
We are so loaded with information for the next few weeks, we
decided to get out this Panther Paw now instead of hitting you
with it after the Thanksgiving break.
First of all, thank you for your exibility in regards to distance
learning. I am proud of our students and staff and how quickly
they made the jump. Our staff has done an incredible job of
going from in person to distance and I truly applaud them on
their efforts. A big shout out as well to our IT staff for helping with this transition. Our
kindergartens have enjoyed having access to the rest of the school for the rst time, including
the gym (see picture below).
We are looking forward to greeting all students back for in person learning at Anderson
School on Monday, November 30th. We will have new start and ending times for grades 4-8 so

please reference those times below. When you pick up more than one child please come at
the pick up time of your oldest child. To remind you, this is to accommodate instructional
minutes for our calendar to have us complete school a week early due to our building project.
This helps our ow of tra c.
We look forward to seeing you on Monday morning November 30th! To help protect the safety
of students and staff and help us remain in person, please remember our protocols of:
Temperature check your children every morning
Stay home if your child or anyone in the family is sick at all
If anyone is awaiting test results in your immediate family your children should be home
If anyone in your family has had a potential exposure please keep your children home until
you are able to determine the contact tracing, etc
If you have any documentation from the health department regarding COVID-19 please
forward to schoolo ce@andersonmt.org. This helps us with our own tracking.
Please reach out with any questions regarding these protocols to either
schoolo ce@andersonmt.org or our school nurse, Julie Ruff at julie.ruff@montana.edu.
We are going to still stuff the Anderson bus with canned goods the week of November 30th
for the Can the Griz food drive however, the plan has been modi ed a bit. See below for more
information. Please help support the food bank by donating your canned items to your grade
level!
We truly thank you for all of your support and I hope you all have a very safe Thanksgiving. I
am very thankful to be a part of this amazing community.
Fondly,
Kristi Jacobs
kjacobs@andersonmt.org

REPORT CARDS
Tuesday, December 1st is the last day of the trimester. Report cards will be sent home with all
in-person learners on Friday, December 4th and will be mailed home to our distance-learning
families.

VIRTUAL BOOK FAIR IS OPEN
WHEN

MONDAY, NOV. 16TH, 12AM TO
SUNDAY, NOV. 29TH, 12AM
WHERE

THIS IS AN ONLINE EVENT.
MORE INFORMATION
Dear Parents and Families:
We are working hard to keep kids reading and raise
funds for our school with our Scholastic Online Book
Fair from November 16 thru November 29!
The Fair will connect your kids to notable books and
inspiring characters—helping them become lifelong
readers. And you’ll love the new option to experience
the magic of the shopping experience through a Virtual
Book Fair!
Plus, enjoy these special online shopping features:
· Access to over 6,000 products
· All orders ship direct to you at home
· FREE shipping on book-only orders over $25*
· All purchases supportour school and earn 25% in
rewards
On November 16th our Book Fair homepage link goes
live. Check it out to learn more and get started with
online shopping:
https://www.scholastic.com/bf/andersonelementarysc
hool27
Thank you for continuing to support our school.

THANKSGIVING BREAK - NO
SCHOOL
WHEN

WEDNESDAY, NOV. 25TH, 8AM TO
FRIDAY, NOV. 27TH, 4PM
WHERE

THIS IS AN ONLINE EVENT.

NEW START TIMES FOR GRADES 4TH - 8TH
BEGINNING MONDAY, NOVEMBER 30TH
___________________________________

K & 1st: 8:25 AM - 3:05 PM
2nd & 3rd: 8:25 AM - 3:10 PM
4th & 5th: 8:10 AM - 3:20 PM
6th: 8:10 AM - 3:25 PM
7th & 8th: 8:10 AM - 3:30 PM

*** Families with multiple students are to pick up at the oldest students pick-up time!***
Click here for the revised school calendar for the 2020-2021 school year.

~Thank you~

APC MEETING
WHEN

WEDNESDAY, DEC. 9TH, 1:45PM
WHERE

THIS IS AN ONLINE EVENT.

HELP WANTED: ANDERSON
SUBSTITUTE TEACHERS
Anderson is looking for substitutes to help support our staff
and students. If you can help, please contact the Gallatin County
Superintendent of School's O ce:
311 W. Main Room 107
Bozeman, MT 59715
406.582.3090/phone
406.582.3093/fax
email: linda.skelton@gallatin.mt.gov

INTRODUCING ANDERSON
PARENT BOOK CLUB
Hello Anderson Families!
It is my pleasure to announce that Anderson is starting a
voluntary book club! I am hoping you will join some staff
members and me in January as we talk about the book Brave

Parenting by Krissy Pozatek. This book is about how to help kids build resiliency, and we are
hoping it would be a good one for these trying times.
My objective is to help build a community based on talking and thinking about our kids and
how parents and the school can best serve them. And books! I know many of us are wild
about books!
We will meet on January 9th. Please mark your calendars, read the book at your leisure and
we will send out details about the location closer to the event.
In addition, we will be having another book club meeting in April to talk about the book, The
Self-Driven Child by William Stixrud and Ned Johnson. This book is written for the parents of
kids who are stressed, overwhelmed and stuck and teaches how parents can help them
become resilient and able to take on new challenges.
This is meant to be a comfortable, casual discussion group. Yes, even if you haven’t read the
book. Please let me know if you have any questions. In the meantime, happy reading!
-Charlotte Dickson, school counselor
cdickson@andersonmt.org

NURSE'S CORNER
Hello,
Like you, I am looking forward to the upcoming holiday season.
As we gather to celebrate the holidays , I would like to give
thanks for our wonderful students who have done such a good
job of wearing their masks over their mouth and nose, washing their hands often throughout
the day and staying distant from each other when possible.
I would like to remind everyone that children with symptoms of illness of any kind should not
come to school. This includes runny nose, congestion, sore throat, cough, earache, headache,
pink eye, nausea, vomiting, diarrhea, body aches, new rash or fever (temperature of 100.4 F or
greater).
Classic COVID-19 symptoms in children are cough and fever, however we have seen some
children and adults who are positive for COVID with only mild symptoms which are very
similar to a simple cold.
Here is more information:
Https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/children/symptoms.html
Your healthcare provider can help you determine whether or not your child should get a COVID19 test, BUT if your child(ren) is ill, please keep them at home for at least 24 hours after ALL

symptoms have resolved. This will help us to ensure the healthiest school environment for
everyone.
Daily checklist:

Check your child’s temperature before leaving for school in the morning-if the temperature
is 100.4F or greater stay at home, do not come to school and consult with your child’s
healthcare provider.
Does anyone in the home have symptoms of COVID-19, especially fever and cough? If so,
stay at home-keep your child at home, do not come to school, check in with your child’s
health care provider
Has anyone visited your home in the last 10 days who has since been diagnosed with
COVID-19? If so, stay at home-do not come to school, contact your health care provider
for further guidance.
Have your been contacted by the health department to inform you that you are a close
contact of a COVID-19 positive person? If so stay at home-do not come to school,
contact your health care provider.
Keep wearing your mask over your mouth and nose anytime you are in a public setting
outside of your home
Keep up vigilant hand washing
Whenever possible, consider maintaining social distancing with others not in your
immediate family unit.

Please do not hesitate to contact me via email at Julie.ruff@montana.edu with any questions.
Thank you for all your hard work in keeping our community healthy!
Mask up Anderson,
Dr. Julie H. Alexander-Ruff CPNP-PC

CAN THE GRIZ IS NOW STUFF
THE BUS!!!
With the recent transition of students in grades 1 thru 8 to
distance learning through November 30th, Student Council has
arranged with the Gallatin Valley Food Bank to deliver
Anderson's donated goods at the end of the rst week students return to school.
Please send your students with non-perishable items for this event going on now through
December 3rd. We will be holding a competition between grades to see which class has the
most team spirit. The morning of Friday, December 4th, we'll "stuff the bus" with all your
generous donations and Mr. Sam will deliver our contribution to the Food Bank in the
Anderson School bus. Click Here for more information on what goods to donate. Over the

weekend, the food bank reported that their contributions to date are down while their demand
has increased. Please help with whatever you can!
Did you know that 1 in 6 Montana children struggle with food insecurity? Can the Griz
collections were essential to our COVID-19 response last March. It enabled the Gallatin Valley
Foodbank to proceed with full food box distributions even though the supply of many products
was hard to get.

ANDERSON PARENT COUNCIL POP UP!
We are here!

Please remember that we are here for you. APC has funds
available to assist with necessities. Reach out to our school
counselor, Charlotte Dickson, dickson@andersonmt.org
The Library Commons capital campaign is underway!
● APC aims to raise at least $55,000 for the school’s Library Commons. This multifunctional
library space, which must meet the varying needs of students K–8, will be a place where kids
can study, read and just “be.” These necessary improvements simply could not be covered by
the construction bond, so the campaign funds will bring the needed seating and tables, book
return, bookshelves and lighting to this exible space. APC has already begun contacting
potential donors, but if you know of or own a business that might be interested in supporting
this project, or if you want to donate as an individual, we want to be sure to get in touch.
Watch for additional information to come home with your student in early November, and
please contact APC with thoughts or questions.
Treasurer hunt!
● APC is looking for a treasurer for the 2020–21 school year. If you have Excel skills and want
to join a fun team, give us a shout.
If you’re a crafty sort...
● We are seeking Volunteer Leaders for this year’s Donation Makers projects. If you missed
the yer about this exciting project that came home with your student in September, check it
out HERE.
Here a few other easy ways to give some lovin’ to Anderson:
● If you shop on Amazon, sidestep over to Amazon Smile (smile.amazon.com) and select
Anderson Parent Council Inc as your charity during checkout. Yes, it even works with Prime!
● Box Tops for Education is now digital. Get the app, select Anderson Elementary School and
scan your receipt within 14 days of purchase.
● O ce Depot and O ce Max support Give Back to Schools . When you purchase online or instore, use our school code (70059575).
Stay tuned for updates....
● Watch for Library Commons information coming home to you in your student’s backpack.

UPCOMING MEETINGS — 2ND WEDNESDAYS @ 1:45 PM
● DECEMBER 9
● JANUARY 13
● FEBRUARY
● MARCH 10
● APRIL 14
● MAY 12
● JUNE 9
Watch your email as the meeting date gets closer for the agenda and link to the Google Meet.
Reach out to us with any questions, concerns or comments. We want to hear from you!
apc@andersonmt.org
Our website is a work in progress: andersonmt.org/parent-council/
Thank you!

WINTER BREAK!
WHEN

MONDAY, DEC. 21ST, 8AM TO
MONDAY, JAN. 4TH 2021 AT 4PM
WHERE

THIS IS AN ONLINE EVENT.

LOOK WHO'S TEACHING!
Kindergarten: Mrs. Kindness, dkindness@andersonmt.org
Kindergarten: Ms. Maddock, mmadock@andersonmt.org
1st Grade: Mrs. Conrad, lconrad@andersonmt.org
2nd Grade: Ms. Grimes, mgrimes@andersonmt.org
3rd Grade: Ms. Staats, mstaats@andersonmt.org
K-3rd Grade Distance Learners: Mrs. Moriarty,
dmoriarty@andersonmt.org
4th Grade: Mrs. Cissel, jcissel@andersonmt.org
5th Grade: Mrs. Seeds, aseeds@andersonmt.org
6th Grade: Mrs. Lourie, slourie@andersonmt.org
7th Grade: Mrs. Kinna, lkinna@andersonmt.org
8th Grade: Mrs. Wold, jwold@andersonmt.org

