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Anderson School District #41 
Special School Board Meeting 

April 30, 2020 
 

A Special meeting of the Board of Trustees, Anderson School District #41 was held via WebEx, April 30, 
2020, for considering business to come before the Board of Trustees. 
Board Chair Warren Bauder called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.   
 
Trustees Present Warren Bauder, Jaime June, and Brandon Atkins 
   Jack Huczek and Mary Burrows  
Trustees Absent  
 
Staff Present Scott McDowell: Superintendent; Tanya Roberts: Business Manager; Debbie Costle: 

Librarian 
 
Visitors Present Laurie and Aaron Grusonik 

 
Public Participation on 
Non-Agenda Items Chair Warren Bauder reminded those in attendance that to avoid violations 

of individual rights of privacy, a member of the public wishing to address the 
Board during this time will not be allowed to make comments about any 
student, staff member, or member of the general public during his/her 
designated time to speak.  In addition, the Board will not hear comments on 
contested cases or other adjudicative proceedings. 

   There was none. 
 
Action 
Consideration of  
Distance learning  
For the remainder 
Of the 2019-20 
School year Discussion: Trustee Bauder read the following correspondence from parent Laurie 

Grusonik:  
This is an email in support of continuing distance learning through the end of the school 
year. While we miss "normal" life, which includes, school and friends and fun, here are the 
most important reasons that stand out to me to keep school closed and continue distance 
learning. 
1) Resuming school, even with the required (and difficult to manage) social distancing 
measures in place, would be asking our teachers to take extraordinary measures without 
compensation. This would place undo hardship on teachers, who have already made 
incredible adjustments and sacrifices to serve our students. It would also ask teachers to put 
themselves on the front lines of potential exposure to COVID-19. Anyone who has spent 
time in a classroom knows that (despite the best efforts of our children) it very likely to be 
coughed on, sneezed on or worse on an regular basis, especially with younger students. Per 
the survey, 84% of teachers recommend staying closed. We need to trust and respect our 
teachers. 
2) Mr. McDowell, our principal and superintendent, has the best interest of our students and 
the Anderson faculty and staff in mind, and an in depth knowledge of the school facility. He 
is  recommending to continue Distance Learning. We need to trust our 
principal/superintendent.  
3) A 65% majority of those who responded to the survey believe Anderson should continue 
distance learning. 
4) The majority, if not all, of the school districts in Gallatin County are finishing the year 
with distance learning.  
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Taking every precaution now is as important as ever to protect our community, with the 
hope that we can be back to school in Fall 2020.  
It is not worth the risk of opening up for a few weeks.  
Sincerely,  
Laurie Grusonik  
Parent of current first grader and future kindergartener at Anderson School 
 
Teacher Stephani Laurie stated, “it breaks her heart to remain closed but it is the right thing 
to do.” 

 
Motion to approve distance learning for the remainder of the 2019-20 
school year: 

    
 Motion:  Trustee Burrows 
 Seconded:  Trustee Huczek–passed unanimously 
 
Discussion 
Superintendent  
Search The Board stated they would like the following timeline for Superintendent 

interviews and asked Business Manager Roberts to coordinate with MTSBA to see if 
possible: 

   May 21st: 6pm: Board meeting to select candidates to interview 
June 3rd & 4th: interviews with board members and candidates on-site, virtual 
meeting for public.  (They would first like to have the candidate meet virtually with 
the staff and then go into the board interview.) 
June 11: Board meeting to select candidate 
This timeline would possibly require doing background checks on all candidates to 
meet deadlines.   

 
 
Adjournment  No objection to adjournment of meeting at 7:35 p.m. 
 
 
 
Submitted by: _____________________________  ________________________________ 
          District Clerk     Board Chair     Date 


