
 

Anderson School District  
COVID-19 School Closure Questions & Answers  

(As of 3/29/2020) 
 
Q.  When will Distance Learning (DL) begin at Anderson School? 
A. Monday, March 30th, 2020. 
 
Q.  When will Distance Learning (DL) end at Anderson School? 
A. We don’t have the answer to that question at this time.  Currently we are in a distance 

learning environment through April 10th per the Governor’s declaration.  We will 
continue to inform families as we learn more. 

 
Q.  When will pickup of supplies devices be available? 
A. Thursday, March 26th, and Friday, March 27th.  It was offered in a drive through 

procedure outside of the gym.  We are working on what is needed beyond these dates 
and how this will work as we move forward through our Distance Learning. 

 
Q.  May parents and students enter the building? 
A. No.  Only staff are being allowed to come into the building during the governor’s closure 

of all schools.  At this time, we are asking staff to stay at home and work remotely as 
much as possible.  However, teachers may continue to access the school for copying, 
wi-fi, etc.  Staff will continue to follow all precautions set by the CDC and GCHD for 
COVID-19. 

 
Q.  Will there be a lunch program offered? 
A. At this time there is not enough interest to run full service of our lunch program. 

Anderson will provide meals to any family in need, and/or qualifying for free or reduced 
lunches during a school closure.  The school will reach out to each family prior to March 
27th.  The School District will continue to reach out to families during the closure.  We 
are working with Chef Sally Donch on other options that the school may be able to 
provide as the closure continues.  Our District has never had a summer lunch program to 
offer.  As a part of the larger Bozeman, Montana, community our students are able to 
take part in the summer lunch program offered by BSD7.  With the early opening of the 
summer program this week all Anderson families have access to meals through BSD7. 
All kids under the age of 18 are welcome to take advantage of the early summer lunch 
program.  Pickups are M, W, F starting Monday, March 30th and children receive 2 days 
worth of food.  We ask that anyone needing assistance further reach out to us for 
assistance at schooloffice@andersonmt.org or 406-587-1305.  Additionally, our free and 
reduced application is available on our website.  This form can be completed at any time 
during the year as circumstances may change for families. 

 
Q.  Can a teacher meet with my student 1:1 at the school for extra help? 
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A. No.  Students are not allowed in the building.  We have been given legal guidance that we 
cannot provide instruction in any way inside our facility during the Governor’s 
declaration.  If/when this changes we will set up new procedures and share with all 
families.  Teachers are also not to visit the homes of families or meet with families at 
other establishments based on the current COVID-19 precautions established by the 
health department.  Teachers will put forth every effort possible to meet with parents or 
students virtually.  We will begin to put in place additional programs/plans to further 
support students as we progress through the closure. 

 
Q.  When will assignments be posted on Google Classroom (depending on  

grade level) and/or sent via email? 
A. Learning target(s), assignments, and/or experiences are posted by 9:00 a.m. on each DL 

day or by Monday morning for the week. 
 
Q. What if my teacher does not have access to a device, or cannot correspond with us, 

because they have been adversely affected by the emergency event (i.e., lost 
power, internet, etc.) 

A. Staff will remain connected to the building administrator and office manager. 
Parents/guardians will be notified via email if a teacher is unavailable due to the 
emergency circumstances, but the assignments will be posted (team members and 
building administration will publish work for them).  

 
Q. Will assignments and/or directions be sent to students and guardians via email? 
A. Yes. Directions to access the learning experiences will be via the normal communication 

methods utilized throughout the school year.  There will also be a shared google 
document for the District to streamline parent/student access to all grades/subjects. 
Each teacher will provide clear directions on how to proceed with our remote learning 
plan.   

 
Q. Are teachers accessible at all times during the day via electronic means? 
A. No. Teachers are encouraged to check their normal communication avenues regularly 

and respond to student inquiries in a timely manner during normal school hours. 
Teachers may set “office hours” to inform parents/students when they will be online, 
highly accessible, or available to chat via Google Meet. 

 
Q. What if a student does not complete all of the learning activities for attendance 

purposes? 
A. In this time of closure during the COVID-19 pandemic, the health, safety, and emotional 

wellbeing of your child and family is the most important thing to our staff.  Teachers will 
establish clear expectations with families/students about completion dates for assigned 
tasks.  We ask that students/families do their best to engage in all learning opportunities 
provided through Distance Learning.  Students all work at different rates. Teachers are 
planning for students’ different abilities and necessary accommodations as best as 



possible in an online classroom environment.  Teachers are being conservative in their 
estimates, however, we understand that learning at home can bring many challenges and 
even our best efforts to match instructional assignments for students in DL may not work 
for all families.  We want each child to have access to technology, programs, and 
materials to further their growth in all areas and curriculum.   All we ask is that you help 
communicate your situation and what is working for your family with the teacher.  We 
will listen, and we will work with you.  If teaching and learning from home is extremely 
stressful for your family during this time then change the word “expectation” of 
learning/assignments to “hope”.  We will layout an educational plan each week and if it 
helps consider it things we “hope” your child can participate in and complete. 
Communicate with your teacher about what IS and isn’t working for you at your home.   

 
Q. What if my child is sick during the campus closure period?  Will attendance be 

taken?  
A. Student attendance and monitoring will take place through the Infinite Campus portal. 

As with on-campus attendance, attempts at work—and/or teacher interaction—during 
the long-term DL experience will constitute positive student attendance.  Parents should 
utilize normal procedures for absences if their children are ill or unable to perform class 
activities (an email to both the homeroom teacher and schooloffice@andersonmt.org). 
Teachers will input student attendance data for the prior day of school based on 
student involvement in DL tasks.  Students impacted by COVID-19 during DL learning 
should inform the school and those absences will be applied to their attendance record 
as medically excused.  The administrator will determine if additional documentation is 
required during this COVID-19 closure on a case by case basis.  In general, students that 
are “absent” have 5 days to complete assignments unless otherwise specified by the 
teacher following a full day of absence. 

 
Q. If it is known well in advance that the distance learning is going to occur, may 

information and/or activities be sent home with students that are non-electronic 
in nature? 

A. Yes. However, we encourage teachers to send directions for the activities so that 
students and guardians understand the process and purpose. 

 
Q. What if students are taking too long to complete the activities sent home? 
A. It is assumed that students will complete the tasks at different rates, similar to when they 

are in school. Each teacher will identify a range (expectation) of time for each task so that 
parents are aware of how long a student may be expected to work towards completion of 
a task.  As we expect all year, please communicate with the teacher if your child is 
spending too much time to complete a task, is finding a task far too challenging, needs 
extra instruction, etc.  Communication is critical to the process.  Shifting to DL is already 
going to have challenges and we want to ensure we are working with your child to meet 
their goals.  Again, we realize that COVID-19 is affecting everyone in our community.  And 
on top of the financial and emotional stress impacting your family you were just tasked 
with homeschooling your child(ren)!  Please just communicate with your teacher, let 



them know when it is too much, inform them of what IS working, and let us know how 
we as a school can further help your family.   

 
Q. How many classes and academic time is expected at home during this time? 
A. We hope to learn and grow from our implementation of Distance Learning during this 

time of closure.  Parents and students will receive communication prior to Monday, 
March 30th, about the start of distance learning.  A reasonable class plan will be posted, 
materials sent home, and assignments will be communicated.  During the first week of 
DL all grade levels will focus on lessons in ELA/Reading/Writing and Math.  Students are 
asked to work on one “special” core elective area, such as art, music, HE, library, per day. 
All students are asked to meet the requirements of each specialist core content class or 
elective through weekly involvement in each.  Students and parents will see the 
expectation of distance learning work/time increase for students as they go up through 
the grade levels.  Upper grades, 4th-8th, will see increased opportunities for learning in 
other curricular areas (such as social studies and science) during the first two weeks.  As 
shared previously, let your teacher know how this is going as we progress through the 
week.  As educators, we too are learning what is enough or too much in our delivery of 
DL during this COVID-19 closure.  Again, communication with teachers is critical as we 
learn how to teach remotely during this time. 

 
Q. When will work be required to be completed and how will work be turned in? 
A. We are working on this!  As DL is new for our school we will most likely learn from 

making mistakes and finding more effective ways to share information, collect work, and 
assess learning.  Each teacher will identify the way they want students to complete a task 
and turn in their work.   

 
Q. What if I do not have power or my WiFi is down on the emergency day? 
A. Please communicate this with your teacher as early as possible.  We understand that 

things happen and will look forward to addressing the situation in a positive way.  You 
can also call 406-587-1305 and leave a message. 

 
Q. How are my teachers planning their lessons? 
A. Students all work at different rates. Teachers are trying to plan for students’ different 

abilities and be conservative in their estimates...it will not be an exact science.  Staff are 
trying to be flexible with the students, and communicate with them during the day. 
Teachers will communicate their planned class/course workflow with the classes, so that 
students and parents can help to plan accordingly.  Again, we are learning about DL in a 
K-8 school environment for the first time and ask for your patience and flexibility in our 
pedagogical shift to online learning!  We don’t want to just give “busy work”.  We are 
looking for ways to provide instructional opportunities for each child to grow, practice 
skills, and continue to progress through each curriculum.  Just like the students, we may 
not get it right the first time!  Each teacher will put forth the time and effort necessary to 
ensure that we are moving forward with educational goals and attempting to meet the 
standards of each content area through a possible combination of some of the following: 
electronic devices, workbooks, worksheets, projects, videos, and other activities.  Equally 



important, staff will also be keeping track of goals and objectives that are not met so that 
they can be addressed (or a plan put in place) when school resumes onsite.   

 
Q. Will my child be required to be online at a specific time? 
A. Generally, no.  However, there may be pre arranged times that you set up with your 

teacher.  Or your teacher might announce a time that he/she will be online.  There are 
many challenges to scheduling and we want to make it as flexible as possible for your 
child and family.  We realize many families have more than one student and parents may 
need to spread out instructional opportunities throughout the day with the needs of 
each child.  We also want to be cautious with internet availability in various 
neighborhoods.  Access to broadband and/or reliable, high speed internet is an issue 
throughout our community.  We realize this is an issue of equity.  It is a barrier to 
providing quality online instructional opportunities and/or teaching with a live video 
stream.  For these reasons, teachers must be flexible in our delivery and expectations of 
being online.  It will look different across all grade levels.  Communication is once again 
critical- let us know the issues you are having or what IS working at your house.   

 
Q. What if my child does not have access to their device during the Distance Learning 

day? 
A. All 3rd-8th grade students currently have a 1:1 chromebook device at the school and 

these were sent home the week of March 23rd.  We were fortunate to assign additional 
chromebooks to students in grade 2 and these were sent home as well.  In grades K-1, 
we are using our device survey to identify needs and will work with each family to ensure 
they have an operable and available device at home for each student.  (In general, the 
amount of instructional time and expectations online are significantly less in grades K-2).   

 
Q. What if my child has an IEP or 504 plan? 
A. Classroom teachers, Ms. Dickson, and Mrs. Schultz will be working together to provide 

any required tools, modifications, and accommodations that are needed or expected for 
your child’s learning.  It is important to us that your child has what they need to succeed. 
You should contact your case manager with questions.  The school will be working with 
the Gallatin-Madison Special Education Cooperative to continue providing necessary 
services identified in IEP’s to meet a child’s goals. 
 

Q. Where can I get technical support in the use of Google Classroom or my learning 
device on a Distance Learning (DL) day? 

A. You should first contact your classroom teacher.  You may also call the office at 
406-587-1305 and/or email schooloffice@andersonmt.org.  We will help you get in touch 
with our technology team if needed. 

 
Q. Will these days need to be made up at the end of the school year?  
A. At this time, no, as the Long Term Distance Learning Plan allows for these to be counted 

as regular attendance days, and these days will not need to be made up.  The School 

mailto:schooloffice@andersonmt.org


Board took action on 3/18/2020 to allow planning and implementation of Distance Learning 
offsite so that the district can continue to serve students and satisfy the aggregate hours of 
instruction through distance learning.  The School Board adopted a distance learning plac for 
school closure during the COVID-19 pandemic on 3/26/2020 and it was submitted to the 
Montana Office of Public Instruction on 3/27/2020.  (Not providing a DL plan, keeping track of 
attendance, or demonstrating student proficiency would impact the future budget of the 
school district.) 

 


