Welcome To The
2019-2020 School Year!
It is my pleasure to welcome you to the 2019-2020 school year! I noticed last week that
summer is definitely winding down as more friends and family are posting fewer vacation
pictures and more that involve the anticipation of the new school year. Seems like
everyone has a creative back to school meme of some sort and every media outlet has
some sort of editorial telling you why you should or shouldn’t be excited about school
starting back up.
Well, lucky for all of you it just happens to be part of my job to tell you why it is awesome
that school is about to start and how this is going to be the best year yet at Anderson!
This year we celebrate Anderson School’s 125th year and we plan on making it incredible!
As a staff and as a school we will be focusing on respect and relationships across all grade
levels. We have made some exciting changes that we hope will make a significant impact
on our 6th-8th grade students. We have hired additional middle school teaching staff to
provide smaller classes in math across 6th-8th grade (10-12 students in a class), increased
opportunities for intervention support, and will be implementing a weekly advisory class
for 7th and 8th grade.
In July, the School Board Trustees called for a 6.9 million dollar bond election. Ballots will
be mailed in September to all registered voters. Through a strategic planning process in
2018 involving trustees, staff members, parents and community members, facility issues
were cited as one of the predominant needs of the district. More specifically, the facilities
committee that was later developed identified three major areas of need, including:
safety/accessibility, aging infrastructure, and enhanced classroom space. The proposed
facility project will build a new wing and replace the old section of the building housing
approximately 80 percent of our classrooms that is
30-48 years old. This is a very exciting time for
Anderson School and we urge you to vote next
month! No matter what happens, we feel confident
in knowing what direction the District needs to go to
address significant structural deficiencies (including
an inadequate septic system) and construct a building
that is a long term fix for the community. More
information will be coming out soon!
While we have high hopes for our capital project we
have still invested in our summer cleaning and various maintenance projects to ensure a

safe and inviting environment for the 2019-2020 school year. We have been busy getting
the floors cleaned throughout the school and Mountain West Painting helped us get a
fresh new look in our front hallway and the gym! Outdated desks in a few classrooms
have been replaced with new desks and tables that offer
teachers more opportunities for collaboration and
flexible seating in the classroom. We hope you like the
minor improvements we have made throughout the
building.
Our new science curriculum, Amplify, has arrived and
we will start to implement this program in October
following a 3 day training for classroom teachers in
September. We will be fully implementing the K-5
curriculum and will be piloting two of the 6th-8th grade units. Our investment into
Amplify for 5 years was fully paid for this summer through the generous support of two
private science donations and the Anderson Parent Council (APC)!
In this newsletter you will find all the information you need for
registration and starting the year. You may notice that we
increased our bus fee for the first time in over 10 years (from $100
to $120 per student) and we raised our lunch prices by 25 cents
(our first increase in 5 years). These fees helped the District ensure
raises for our food service and transportation staff as well as offset
increased costs to run our programs.
I am excited for these halls to
have kids back in them and as a
staff we will seek ways to motivate and engage every
learner each day. We will educate them with passion as
we dig into our new Amplify science curriculum, take
them on awesome field trips (downhill skiing, cross
country skiing, farm fair, yellowstone, and DC/NY to
name a few…) and throughout the year we will battle
germs together! For 7+ hours a day we will remain
committed to making this the best year yet!
So soak up the last couple of weeks before school starts. Hit the pool or grab a late night
ice cream. The entire staff is excited and ready to build relationships with you and your
child. At Anderson, we remain committed to high expectations for individual academic
growth and student achievement. But we also have programs and staff in place to ensure
we are supporting all students in social and emotional development. We are committed
to the whole child and we look forward to helping them build relationships and engage in
collaborative learning activities. Included in this newsletter is a quick introduction of
some of our new faces!

Our students have incredible opportunities in front of them and I am thankful you are a
part of it for this school year. Whether this is your first year at Anderson or you are
watching your last of 4 children graduate from 8th grade I hope that you are excited for
what lies in front of us. I love the time my children have had this summer to go to the
pool, the public library, ride bikes in the neighborhood, or visit family. It never seems to
get old. But I also love the start of school and the energy that takes over the building.
This will be my 38th consecutive year of a “first day of school” since I started kindergarten
in 1981 and I hope it is my “best year yet!” Thank you for choosing to be part of Anderson
School and I look forward to seeing you very soon!
-Scott McDowell, Anderson School Superintendent

Registration Information
Why do we have registration?
The purpose of school registration is to give parents an opportunity to pay fees, update
shot records, and student information. It is extremely helpful to the office to have this
done in advance and it also speeds up the delivery of the school directory.
*New Students: Be sure to provide a copy of your child’s birth certificate, immunization
records and registration forms if you have not already submitted. New in-district families
should also provide proof of residence.
The fees due this year are:
Bus fees: $120.00 (per student/rider)
Assignment Book (Grades 5-6): $6.00
Lunches:

K-4

$3.25

5-8

$3.75

Adults $4.25
Milk

55 cents

Lunch money paid into your child’s lunch account must be on a separate check than all
other school fees. Or check us out on www.myschoolbucks.com (active after 8/16) to set
up your account, auto pay options, or make a payment for the 2019-2020 school year.
Registration Times & Dates
August 22nd-August 29th
9am-3pm

7th Grade Vaccination Information
Incoming 7th graders… Have you gotten your DTap booster vaccination? This has to be
taken care of before the start of school. All 7th graders must bring in proof of vaccination
by the first day of school. *Students with Religious or Medical Exemptions must have
updated affidavits.
**As required by Montana Law, any student without a vaccination or a religious/medical
exemption by September 9th will be unable to attend school.

New 6th-8th Grade Back To School Bash!
All 6th-8th grade students are invited to a back to school event from 4:00PM-8:00PM on
Wednesday, August 28th. Yes… you read that correctly… a 4 hour back to school event!
Drop off your student and let us kick off the year with music, games, fun… and we will
even feed them dinner! Raffle prizes and free gear! Come find your locker/cubby, drop
off your stuff, meet our new staff, and see your friends. More information will be sent out
prior to this event! A big thank you to the Anderson APC for sponsoring this event!!!

K-5 Sneak-A-Peek
We will be hosting our original sneak-a-peek schedule this year for our K-5 students.
Please join us on Thursday, August 29th, from 3:30PM-5:00PM to see old friends, meet
new friends, find your classroom, meet the teacher, and bring in your classroom supplies!
Play some gaga ball and enjoy a sweet treat! Stay for a few minutes, or stay for the whole
time! We look forward to welcoming you back for the new school year! *Kindergarten
students are encouraged to come to this great event but you will also have a special invite
from Ms. Roys for a future date to bring in your supplies and spend more time in the
classroom. **6th-8th grade students are more than welcome to attend this event if they
choose. Thank you APC for helping us host this event as well!

Kindergarten Schedule & Coffee
The first day of Kindergarten is Thursday, September 5th!  You will be receiving a special
invitation from Ms. Roys about your child’s opportunity to visit the school and classroom
on September 3rd or September 4th before the first day of school. APC will once again be
sponsoring a coffee get together from 8:30am-9:00am for all kindergarten parents on the
first day of kindergarten (September 5th). This is a great opportunity to meet other
families while grabbing a breakfast treat and a coffee! It is also a fantastic way to settle
the nerves after leaving your child in their classroom to begin their journey! We look

forward to seeing you in the gym to meet some APC members, Mr. McDowell, and
celebrate this amazing time in your child’s life at 8:30am on September 5th!

Committed to Anderson School
What keeps things in order during the summer? The management of endless orders,
stocking of supplies, signing for packages, completing transfer requests, etc. Students
might leave our classrooms but the school never seems to slow down. Nothing would be
ready for the start of school without the incredible work and dedication of Mrs. Roberts
and Mrs. Sullivan in the office. Along with Mr. Pilch (our one-man band of all things
maintenance/custodial) they are what keep the train on the tracks. This summer I
attended the annual Montana Association of
School Business Officers (MASBO)
Conference with Mrs. Roberts and it was a
pleasure to be there when she was awarded
her 20 years of service award! We are truly
fortunate to have such a top notch Business
Manager and Clerk at Anderson School!
We are fortunate to have a committed staff
that remain dedicated over the summer as
well. Our teachers spend an incredible
amount of time prepping their classrooms
and preparing for the start of the year. They
also continually seek out professional
development opportunities to provide a stronger classroom experience. It is so
rewarding each summer to see our staff engage in professional development opportunties
beyond the required school days and often do so as a collaborative team. We are very
fortunate to have this kind of dedication as it is a huge part of what makes our system so
strong. Our MBI Conference team at Montana State in June was bigger than any other
school in Montana!

Note From The Nurse
Welcome Back to School,
Dear parents and families, the first day of the new school year is closing in quickly. I am
looking forward to seeing everyone, meeting our new students and getting to know each
of your children’s unique talents and personalities.
As a reminder, please ensure that all returning children have completed all of their back to
school vaccines per Montana State Law; this is especially true for entering kindergartners,
those students entering the 7th grade year and students who may be new to our school
from another state. These students may find that the required vaccines for students in
Montana are slightly different from the state where they moved from.

The kindergarten vaccines are for the most part booster vaccines, for series that were
completed earlier in childhood. Booster vaccines are designed to boost immunity to
communicable diseases that may be waning. These are especially important for school
aged children to protect those children who are too young to be vaccinated, expectant
mothers and children or adults whose health prevents them from receiving certain
vaccines.
Students whose families request a medical or religious vaccine exemption MUST provide
proof of that exemption by the first day of school. Students with an appointment with a
local health care provider for the purpose of updating any required vaccines must show
proof of that appointment on the first day of school. ALL children MUST have completed
and updated required vaccines for public school attendance, no later than the fifth day of
school. Any family who is unable to meet this date should meet with Julie Ruff CPNP the
school nurse so that an accommodation plan can be created. The Gallatin City-County
Health Department is offering walk in Back to School Vaccinations on: August 22, 23, 26 &
27 from 8:00-11:30 and 1:00-4:30 (M, T, Th) Friday 8:00-11:30.
We are very fortunate at Anderson school to be able to enjoy a healthy lunch choice every
day which uses locally sourced foods when available along with foods designed to meet
children’s growing needs including brain development. If your child has a food allergy,
please contact me. I will be meeting with parents early this school year to create or
update children’s individual health care plans which includes not just food allergies but
are also written for any child who takes medication at school on a regular basis or for any
child who has a chronic health condition such as asthma. Anderson school provides a
peanut free table in the lunchroom for any child who experiences peanut or nut allergies.
Friends may sit at this table also as long as they do not have peanuts or nuts in their
lunchbox. For children whose day includes a snack break, please check with your child’s
classroom teacher before sending any snacks that contain nuts or peanuts to make sure a
classmate does not have an allergy.
I welcome your questions at anytime, best wishes for another great Anderson School year.
Dr. Julie H. Alexander-Ruff Ed.D, MSN,RN,CPNP-PC
Pediatric Nurse Practitioner
Anderson School Nurse

Girls Volleyball (5th-8th Grade)
Mrs. Seeds and Mrs. Cissel will be coaching volleyball again this year!
First Practice is September 3rd- Times are TBA. Parent meeting on Tuesday, September
3rd @ 4:45.  There are several open gyms prior to the start of school and the girls are
highly encouraged to attend these dates if possible!
Sports physicals are REQUIRED EVERY SCHOOL YEAR prior to participation in any
Anderson School practice or game. So even if you had one last spring… you have to get a
new one. The physical must have been completed by a doctor after June 7th of 2018. The

physical is then good for the entire school year. Students may not participate in open
gyms, practices, or games without a physical.

2019-2020 Transitions
It was hard to keep up with all the changes that occurred with staff this spring/summer.
We will be sending out more information to introduce you to
our whole staff but here is a quick rundown of some new faces
you will see when you begin the year!

Danika Roys joins us to teach kindergarten at Anderson School!
Danika was born and raised in Belgrade, Montana, and after
graduating from Montana State she taught for three years in
North Dakota.

Mariah Grimes is from the Flathead Valley and is a recent
graduate of MSU! She completed her reading internship
last year at Anderson School and will be teaching one of
our two first grade classes.

Mikaela Maddock will be teaching 3rd grade this year
(Mrs. Cissel moved to 4th grade and Mrs. Moriarity moved
to 2nd grade!). Mikaela is originally from Arizona but
graduated from Montana State University and has no plans
to leave Bozeman!

Michelle Sawyer was hired to teach in our middle school this year
and previously lived in Arizona her whole life. She taught the past
7 years in Arizona in 3rd and 6th grade! Michelle will be teaching
6th grade math, 7th/8th social studies, 8th ELA, and 7th/8th
technology education. She will also be facilitating our 7th/8th
advisory classes.

Michaelann Staats is a recent graduate of Montana State University
and will be joining our middle school teaching team as well! Mikey
is also from the Flathead Valley and will be teaching a section of 7th
grade math, 8th grade math, and 7th ELA. She will also be assisting
with interventions.

Maura Johnson is from the Flathead Valley as well and a
recent graduate of Carroll College! She finished last year as
a long-term sub in a kindergarten class at Monforton. Maura
will be joining our intervention team and working with
students in grades K-5 in all subject areas.

Rachelle Bennett will be joining our interventionist
team as well. She played basketball and graduated
from MSU- Northern. Rachelle taught the last 3
years in her hometown of Joliet and coached high
school and junior high basketball! She recently
enrolled at MSU to pursue an interest in
occupational therapy and will be working with us at
Anderson when she is not busy with classes.

And lastly, if you haven’t heard, this year’s play will be Matilda!
The drama program is open to all 3rd-8th grade students and we have no doubt that we will
once again be swept off our feet by this incredible performance!

QUESTIONS?
Check out our updated website!
www.andersonmt.org
Still have questions? Give us a call! 587-1305

