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PANTHER PAW NEWSLETTER 

Upcoming Important Dates 
March 25th 

Owner’s Rep Interviews 5:00PM-6:30PM 

March 27th 

Track Season Begins 5th-8th Grade 

Regular School Board Meeting 6:30PM 

March 28th 

5th-8th Grade Combined Concert with LaMotte School 

April 10th 

APC Meeting @ 2:00 

April 12th 

PIR Day- No School 

4th Grade - Expedition Yellowstone Trip Begins! 

April 24th 

Kindergarten Roundup! 

 

 



Parking Lot Safety & Changes- Events 
This Thursday night we will be making some changes to our event parking.  As most are probably aware we have 
fewer spots than we would like at Anderson School.  Typically we have approximately 100 cars and we only have 
74 defined parking spots.  With some modifications during an event we have found ways to park additional cars. 
To ensure we have space for fire and law enforcement vehicles to access the facility in case of an emergency we 
will be marking off additional areas of the parking lot to provide proper traffic flow.  This includes access to the 
bus/fire lane in front of the school.  Do not park in this lane or block the entrance to the fire lane.  This will be 
clearly marked on the night of the event.  There will be some extra parking spots in front of the bus barn. 
However, parking will be blocked off behind the gym so that emergency personnel could access this area if there 
was a need.  

In short, we ask that you pay attention to the cones, barriers, and signs to allow people a safe pathway in 
their car as well as on foot. 

Cottonwood Day School (next to the fire station) has allowed us to use their parking area for our March concert as 
overflow parking.  We encourage anyone able to park at CDS and walk the Safe Route to School pathway.  As 
CDS is on the same side of the street as Anderson School there is no need to worry about crossing Cottonwood 
Road. 

Lastly, DO NOT park on Cottonwood Road. 

We apologize for any inconvenience and appreciate your willingness to help make our parking during events safe 
for all.  

 

APC NEWS! 
Thank you to everyone who came out to the Gala, sponsored the event, or donated auction items!  APC made 
over $30,000 in that one evening.  This will help fund all our special programs for next year- teacher wish lists, big 
idea “grants”, artist in residence each week, jazz band, fit kids, choir, and more. 

APC has also donated $10,000 from the event to the Amplify Science Curriculum purchase!  This brings us to 
$25,000 in total of the $30,000 we need to purchase the program for 5 years!  If you would like to make a 
donation to the science curriculum checks can be made out to Anderson School and dropped off with Mrs. 
Roberts in the front office anytime before June 1st. 

Thank you to all the APC members that made this event so successful and a special thank you to Ms. Lourie for 
being the Master of Ceremonies for the evening!

 

Kindergarten Round Up! 
Please contact Mrs. Sullivan in the office to schedule an appointment for April 24th, to participate in our 
kindergarten screening. All in-district families with a kindergarten student (child 5 years of age by 
September 10th, 2019) for next year should call as soon as possible. Additionally, we are inviting 
out-of-district families that currently have siblings enrolled at Anderson School to take part in this 
process. For those out-of-district families, participation is not a guarantee of acceptance for the 
2019-2020 school year and we encourage families to also attend round up events in their home district. 
Please bring immunization records, proof of residency, and birth certificate. Call 587-1305 for an 
appointment or for additional information.  You may also email schooloffice@andersonmt.org 
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March Note From The Nurse 
Are you wondering how you can work on healthy foods at home? Here are some tips from the Academy of 
Nutrition and Dietetics on how to help your kids develop healthy food habits now that will last a lifetime. For 
more information see www.eatright.org or e-mail Mrs. Hodgson, CPNP at hodgson@gallatingatewayschool.com 
with any questions about your child's nutrition!  

Beyond Restriction 

When you're trying to break an unhealthy food habit, forbidding certain foods that already are in the home may 
lead to behavioral problems such as tantrums and sneaking food. The more you restrict a certain food, the more 
tempting it will be for children. That is why food should not be labeled as "good" or "bad," nor should it be 
restricted. Instead, keep less nutritious food at home so kids know it's available and they don't have to sneak it. 
Ask them how eating "fun" or "play" foods such as desserts makes them feel physically and emotionally. Talk to 
them about how it feels to eat too much and how they can eat a satisfying amount without feeling uncomfortable. 

Focus on Nutritious Foods 

Be sure to have plenty of healthful alternatives available to fill the spot of any foods you may have removed from 
the home. Wash and cut fresh fruits and vegetables into pieces ahead of time; then, place them within easy reach 
in the refrigerator. Grade-schoolers feel more independent when they have options, so try keeping a snack drawer 
of healthier items and let them choose a food from it every day. If you want your kids to eat more fruit, offer it 
pre-sliced or cut in fun shapes. 

Learning to Like New Foods 

A carrot may not be as exciting as a cookie — at first. But take heart, stick with the plan and celebrate small 
victories as you make gradual changes. 

Eating is a learned behavior and just as kids learn how to ride a bike by falling numerous times, they learn how to 
eat by trying new foods at least 15 times. If they don't like it, no problem. Don't force it but try again.  

As you make a commitment to healthier eating, you'll reap some great benefits — both now and in the future. 
Setting up children for a lifelong habit of a healthy relationship with food will help them live a more productive 
and enjoyable life. 

(Retrieved from www.eatright.org. Written by Andrea Johnson, RD, CSP, LDN, who is a clinical dietitian at Penn 
State Hershey Children's Hospital.) 

 
It is still flu season!  We continue to see confirmed cases in our junior high.  Please continue to be watchful of any 
signs and symptoms.  I can be reached anytime via email at Julie.ruff@montana.edu.  It's a joy to work with your 
children!  - Julie Alexander-Ruff, Anderson school Nurse, Pediatric Nurse Practitioner. 
 

 
Bus Route Changes- Week of 3/25/19 

There will only be one bus in the afternoon Monday-Friday this week (3/25-3/29).  This will mean 
slightly later drop off times for some areas (as we have been expecting on Wednesdays all year) each 
day.  We apologize for any inconvenience. 
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JUNIOR HIGH SHOUT-OUTS! 

A HUGE thank you to our recent 7th and 8th grade Extensions volunteers! 
Thank you Jeremy Glover  and Chris Siegle!  Our students are so thankful you came into teach them! 

Mr. Glover taught magic tricks and illusions and Mrs. Siegle taught Sign Language.  

Thank you so much! 

Anderson Community:  Interested in teaching an extension class?  Do you have a cool hobby?  Do you 
know someone with an interesting skill or job?  Our next extension block will run April 5, 19th, 26th 
and May 3rd.  The classes are on Fridays from 2:00-3:15 and the classes are small with about 10 7th and 
8th graders. (The students are really interested in photography and baking!) 

Anderson 7th and 8th grade Honor Roll--2nd Trimester 

High Honor Roll 

Phoebe Tripp (4.0), Lili Brown, Finley Bishop, Clara Fox, Olivia Gaylor, Alex Whitley, Kester Neale, 
Kacelyn Kinney, Rachael Corn, Tenley Wade, Megan Schell, Rocky Lencioni, Laine Banzinger, Frankie 
Williamson, Morgan Kimmel, Harrison Strom, Eve Baumgartner, Jackson Glover, Bergen Zundel and 

Stetson Tripp 

Honor Roll 

Otylia Clements, Chris Burcham, Parker Lewis, Maya Robinson, Coen Bensley, Henry Scott, Jake 
Smith, Sadie Ripley, Lauren Roberts, Claire Bauder, Erik Jeske, David Farris, Hermione Velasco and 

Cassie Kolman. 

Congrats! 

 

AND DON’T FORGET... 

AmazonSmile Account:  

Do you have an Amazon account?  Do you know that when you shop at AmazonSmile that you can donate to your 
favorite charitable organization?  Did you know that you can donate money to the Anderson Parent Council every 
time you place an Amazon order?  It's super easy...all you have to do is:  

Go to http://www.amazon.com and log-in to your account.  

Type in Amazon Smile Prime in the search bar.  

Underneath the search bar in yellow is the word "Supporting" and you can click on the down arrow and choose 
Anderson Parent Council Inc, and a percentage of your order will be donated to the Anderson Parent Council. 
It's really that simple!  We thank you for all of your support.  If you have any questions or problems, please email 
APC at apc@andersonmt.org.  

 
 

QUESTIONS? 
Check out our updated website! 

www.andersonmt.org 
Still have questions?  Give us a call!  587-1305 
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